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Profits on THE IDLER.
335
To The Idler, when collected in volumes1, he added, beside the ' Essay on Epitaphs' and the ' Dissertation on those of Pope2,' an Essay on the ' Bravery of the English common Soldiers.' He, however, omitted one of the original papers, which in the folio copy is No. aa3.
' To THE REVEREND MR. THOMAS WARTON.
' DEAR SIR,
'Your notes upon my poet were very acceptable. I beg that you will be so kind as to continue your searches. It will be reputable to my work, and suitable to your professorship, to have something of yours in the notes. As you have given no directions about your name, I shall therefore put it. I wish your brother would take the same trouble. A commentary must arise from the fortuitous discoveries of many men in devious walks of literature. Some of your remarks are on plays already
1 ' Among the papers of Newbery, in the possession of Mr. Murray, is the account rendered on the collection of The Idler into two small volumes, when the arrangement seems to have been that Johnson should receive two-thirds of the profits.'
The Idler.
'DR.                      £    s.   d.
Paid for Advertising. . 20 o 6 Printing two vols., 1,500 41 13 o Paper....... 52 3 o
Profit on the edition
16
126    3
£240
'CR.                      £    s.   d.
i,500 Sets at i6/. per 100   240    o    o
, Dr. Johnson  two-thirds     84    2    4
Mr. Newbery one-third.     42     I    2
£126    3    6
Forster's Goldsmith, \. 204. If this account is correctly printed, the sale must have been slow.     The first edition (2 vols.  Jj.) was   pub-
lished in Oct. 1761, (Gent. Mag. xxxi. 479). Johnson is called Dr. in the account; but he was not made an LL.D. till July 1765. Prior, irt his Life of Goldsmith (i. 459), publishes an account between Goldsmith and Newbery in which the first entry is :— ' 1761. Oct. 14, I set of
The Idler.....£o   5  o.'
Johnson, as Newbery's papers show, a year later bought a copy of Goldsmith's Life of Nashj ib. p. 405.
0 Sec ante, p. 306.
3 This paper may be found in Stockdale's supplemental volume of Johnson's Miscellaneous Pieces. BOSWET..L. Stockdale's supplemental volumes—for there are two—are vols. xii. and xiii. of what is known as ' Hawkins's edition.' In this paper (Works, iv. 450) he represents in a fable two vultures speculating on that mischievous being, man, 'who is the only beast who kills that which he does not devour,' who at times is seen to move in herds, while 'there is in every herd one that gives directions to the rest, and seems to be more eminently delighted with a wide carnage.'
printed :e considers that ... it has hitherto had this great advantage, that it has only been compared with those of kings.' 3 Johnson had explained how it comes to pass that Englishmen talk so commonly of the weather. He continues :—' Such is the reason of our practice ; and who shall treat it with contempt ? Surely not the attendant on a court, whose business is to watch the looks of a being weak and foolish as himself, and whose vanity is to recount the names.' of men, who might drop into nothing,
